
HAWTHORNE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
445 Lafayette Avenue, 2nd Floor 

Hawthorne, NJ 07506 
(973) 427-1300 

 
 

 
March 12, 2021 
 
Good Morning Hawthorne Families. 
 
We are grateful for the efforts of our school community to help minimize the spread of 
COVID-19 and to keep our schools safe.  As a school district, we have made every effort to 
provide a safe environment for our students and staff and maintain our in-person educational 
programs.  
 
Beginning Monday, March 15, 2021, (Cohorts A and B) will attend school in-person four 
half-days a week (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday). Afternoon sessions and 
Wednesdays will remain fully remote.  As a reminder, we will not permit students who are 
currently on a full remote schedule to transition back to in-person until the beginning of the 4th 
Marking Period, which begins on Monday, April 12, 2021. We encourage parents to notify their 
child’s school regarding their plans to return by Friday, March 26, 2021. Further information is 
listed below. 
 
Over the last two weeks, our teachers and administrators have worked hard to prepare their 
classrooms for this transition which includes the use of desk shields and air purifiers in all 
instructional spaces. Although most of our classrooms adhere to the six feet recommendation, 
parents should be aware that this increase in students may reduce social distancing in certain 
classrooms to less than 6 feet. 
 
As we transition to combined cohorts, we ask for everyone’s continued cooperation. This 
includes monitoring your child’s health and notifying the school nurses if members of your 
family have symptoms or have tested positive. We also ask families not to send their child to 
school if ANY family member is awaiting COVID-19 test results.  For school settings, NJDOH 
recommends that students with the following symptoms not attend school:  

● At least two of the following symptoms: fever (measure or subjective), chills, rigors 
(shivers), myalgia (muscle aches), headache, sore throat, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, 
fatigue, congestion or runny nose; OR  

● At least one of the following symptoms: cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, 
new olfactory disorder, new taste disorder. 

 
Finally, our quarantine and contact tracing practices will continue to be done on a case-by-case 
basis with our school nurses.  The district contact tracing and close contact identification is based 
on the following CDC guidance: “You were within 6 feet of someone who has COVID-19 for a 
total of 15 minutes or more.”  

 



 

 
Transition Between Remote and In-Person Models 
As a reminder, all students who wish to change their instructional model for the 4th Marking 
Period (from in-person to full remote or vice versa) must complete the form located on our 
district website or found below no later than March 26, 2020. 

Parent Selection for Remote Learning            Selección de padres de aprendizaje remoto 
 
New Jersey Travel Advisory 
As we approach the spring recess (March 29 - April 2, 2021), please allow this communication to 
set forth the District’s position regarding the State’s quarantine advisory for individuals who 
travel outside of New Jersey.  First, we strongly discourage travel outside of New Jersey because 
of the health risks such travel poses to our employees and their families.  Second, we are all 
expected to comply with the current travel advisory requiring individuals who return from any 
U.S. state or territory beyond the immediate region (New York, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and 
Delaware) to self-quarantine. 

For our District, the quarantine period remains at 10 days because of the risk of transmission to 
the greater school populations.  Recognizing that some families may choose to travel regardless 
of the State’s quarantine advisory, the District will strictly impose the 10-day quarantine period. 
Families who have traveled out of state, should not attend school until they have completed 
their 10-day quarantine.  It is extremely important that all parents adhere to the quarantine 
guidelines and do not send their child to school until the 10-day quarantine period is complete. 

In closing, I would like to thank our parents for your continued patience as we do our best to 
manage the ever-changing health department guidance.  We will continue to share updates with 
our Hawthorne Community and will post any and all communications to the Restart and 
Recovery Webpage.  Please remember, we are here to answer questions and support our 
Hawthorne families.  So, please don’t hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher, building 
administrator, or my office with any questions. 
 
With Appreciation, 

 
Richard A. Spirito 
 

https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/Parent%20Selection%20Letter.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/Seleccio%CC%81n%20de%20padres%20de%20aprendizaje%20remoto.pdf
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/restart_and_recovery
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/restart_and_recovery

